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Isolation of Salmonellae from a Neotropical Bat
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The purpose of this report is o reeord the re-
covery of two Salmonello species from the feces of
neotropieal bats, To our knowledge, bats have
not heen previously shown to harbor bacteral
enteric pathogens,

Six normal-appearing Glossophaga soricineg, o
common nectar-feeding bat, were captured in a
eulvert Albrook Air Foree Base, Canal
Zone, One bat vielded S, fgphdmarium var.
Copenhagen, and one yielded S, seinfpawl. The
culture technigue and method for removal of
feces were previously desceibed (Kite, Jo Bae-
veriol. 90:375, 19653, Serial dilutions of a saline
suspension of feces plated on MeConkey aml
Fosin Methylene Blue Agar (BBL) yielded the
sglmonellae in concentrations of 1P organisms
per intestinal contents, Preliminary  identifiea
tion was made by the procedure reconmended
by Fdwards aml Bwing {{dendification of Enlero-
aeterincens, Burgess Publishing Co., Minneapohs,
1955). Final species identification was determined
gorologieatly by W IL Ewing of the Communica-
ble Dizense Center, Atlanta, Ga.
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frugivorons bat, were captured oo the swoe
culvert at the same date but did nov yiehl sal-
manellae. Fifty other Glossophaga bats were sub
sequently trapped at other sites and cultured for
salmonellse with negative results,

(Hagsophagn bats are foand throaghout Central
America and tropieal South Amerien., They roos
by themselves, or in association with other bal
species, ino culverts, eaves, trees, sbandoned
buldings, nnd, on oecasion, within anwl under
Luildings inhabited by man. Bats defeeate up to
6 times a day, usually around their harborages
anid feeding sites, They are, therefore, & potential
soarce of food eontamination, especially when
ithey are frugivorous or when they roost in
proximity to man, or both

8, typharmoarinm var, Copenhagen has not been
previonsly reported from Pansma, [t s a variant
of 8. fyphimurinm that lacks antigen b, and hss
heen closely associated in the past with pigeons
(Edwards, Bruner, and Moran, Kentucky Agr,
Expt. Sta, Bull. 525:10, 1948), 8. sainfpaul has
heen found 1o le the eticlogical agent in d of 18
rases of human salmonellosis in Panama (Kour-
any, unpublished date), The epideminlogical m-
portance of the oecurrence of this species in bata
remiains to be determined.
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